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Bird’s eye view of southern Lancaster County

Standing atop a Susquehanna
River cliff, this barn-style home
located in southern Lancaster
County gives owners Paul and
Shirley Risk a panoramic view
from land that has its seeds in a
William Penn grant.

More than 32 years ago, the
couple purchased the property
from Jesse Cutler, who owned
the land which was part of an
original grant from William
Penn.

Then, the Risks literally and
figuratively sat on it. That is to
say, they made no improvements,
but didn’t hesitate to visit the
property which Shirley dubbed
“Eagle’s View.”

Said Paul, “We would, on
occasion, sit on the point of the
rock cliff watching the sunset and
dreaming about our home some-
day blending into the setting and
maximize our view.”

The Risks made a commit-
ment to develop the property in a
way that would respect the natu-
ral resources and their flying
friends.

When a wooded lot is pur-
chased, there are many tough
decisions that have to be made on
what trees stay and what trees go.

“About the time we started to
take trees down, Shirley stood
her ground and would not let one
particular tree be cut down, even
though it presented a significant
hazard to the house,” said Paul.

After a year, the couple
topped the oak tree and left 15

Paul Risk checks out the view from his new home.
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feet stand for what Shirley
planned as a stand for a bird-
house. The couple were then
prompted to have a life-sized
eagle chainsaw sculpture cut into
the top of the tree, which Paul
said, “watches over people who
enter the property.”

Additionally, it became a
symbol for the home that Shirley
calls “Eagle’s View.”

As in all barns, wood is the
key to the design, and most of it
came from the property, with
exception of the timber frame
elements which were supplied
and erected by the crew at
Lancaster  County  Timber
Frames, Inc. of Lititz, PA.






