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HAMMLL CHEEK TIMHERWEIGHTS

Getting Answers

How to evaluate and select a timber-frame company

By Anthony F. Zaya

o, you want to build a house,
discovered the wide world of timber framing and

And vou've

want to incorporate it into your dream house. But you
want to do it for the lowest - absolute lowest - amount of
money possible. Here's how to do it Don't hire an
architect or house designer. Sketch the floor plans on
Bx10 paper {or better still, use your computer). Have
only four corners on your floor plans; put little black
squares in those four corners and some more along the
walls. These squares will signify posts. Now fax the
drawings to 100 or so timber frame companies. Include
an obvious form letter that informs the recipient that you
have sent out 100 bid requests and that you'd like the bid
returned ASAR

Of the several companies that do respond, you, of
course, will want the lowest bidder. So what if that
company doesn’'t waste overhead on insurance,

professional conferences, tool sharpening and
maintenance or dedicated, seasoned artisans. If they can

promise you the world, sign up immediately. You can

now rejoice in your good fortune while they order your
pallet grade timbers from Amos and his travelling saw
mill show. There you go, timber frames sold by the
pound (or sq. foot or board foot) brought to you by the
lowest bidder. Whatever your expectations are, lower
them.

If the above approach has the ring of familiarity it is
because it is similar in attitude to those “Starving Artist
Sales” that are held periodically at places like Holiday
Inn. At such sales you can purchase works of art by the
square inch. Such pieces have a shelf life of a few years
and are fairly uninspired exercises by production line
painters.

As in any field of human endeavor there are varying
levels of proficiency. And while there are many good
companies out there, some are very, very good at what
they do; others are less accomplished. Those who are
incompetent don't last long, but new incompetent ones
do sprout up now and again.

One of the things about a timber framed home is
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